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Synopsis of the Contradictions: 
In 2007, Bruno Latour expressed a common sentiment that critique had “run out of steam,” 

thus beginning the post-critical stage of theory. Art history registered this, and similar 
“turns” by embracing realism, materiality and “ontology.” However, this was ambivalent, 

half-hearted at best and contradictory, non-progressive and anti-emancipatory at worst. This 
series of three discussions examines the work that art history does in its unreflective “new” 
mode of political engagement. The method of the course will be to elaborate a number of 

concepts and concerns and proceed with analysis based on the model of political analogies. 


